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Animals are not ours


to experiment on, eat, wear, use for entertainment, or abuse in any other way. 
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Companion Animals



For every lucky dog or cat who has a comfortable home and a devoted human guardian, countless others are struggling to survive on the streets. Many are suffering at the hands of incompetent, destitute, overwhelmed, negligent, or abusive people or are waiting in animal shelters for a good home.







Many dogs are kept on heavy chains and forced to live outdoors through all weather extremes, while others suffer and die in twisted dogfighting rings. Left to roam unsupervised by their guardians or turned away from so-called “no-kill” shelters, “outdoor cats” have been poisoned, shot, set on fire, or trapped and drowned by cruel people. Feral cats can also be hit by cars or maimed by fan blades when they crawl under car hoods or into warm engine bays on winter days. Other cats are subjected to painful and traumatic mutilations in declawing surgeries.

Birds locked inside cages become neurotic from constant stress. Fish and other small animals sold as “starter pets” are often neglected by well-meaning people who simply don’t know how to care for them properly. Hoarders compulsively collect animals and keep them trapped in hellish, filthy conditions.

PETA is a worldwide leader in working to help these animals and all other sentient beings suffering as a result of speciesism: the misguided belief that certain animals are worthy of care and compassion while others aren’t, all based on arbitrary human preferences.

How PETA Helps Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, and Other Animal Companions

PETA and our millions of members and supporters around the world know that our animal companions are members of the family—they’re unique, feeling individuals with their own personalities, wants, and needs. That’s why we take a multifaceted approach to helping animals frequently victimized by the “pet trade,” working behind the scenes with companies and law enforcement to make the world a better place for animals every day.

Our hard-hitting campaigns and eye-opening investigations reach tens of millions of people annually, revealing how dogs, cats, rabbits, birds, fish, and other animal companions need the help and support of compassionate and caring humans like you. For decades, PETA’s ads, articles, and bold protests have opened people’s eyes to the horrors that animals endure in puppy mills, pet stores, and squalid backyard conditions—and the public can’t help but take notice.

See PETA’s Victories for Animal Companions


PETA spends millions to stop the animal-homelessness crisis at its roots. As of 2019, our fleet of mobile clinics has sterilized nearly 175,000 animals—including thousands of feral cats and pit bulls—often at little to no cost to human guardians. This has helped prevent hundreds of thousands of animals from being born into a world already bursting at the seams with unwanted and homeless ones.

Our fieldworkers provide indigent people in underserved communities with hands-on help. Many of them don’t have reliable transportation or funds to seek veterinary care for their animal companions. Every year, we help keep countless animals out of overburdened shelters by providing free sterilizations, shots, and counseling to help people work through perceived obstacles to keeping their animals. PETA has delivered thousands of sturdy doghouses and bales of straw to help make winter a little less hellish for dogs kept outdoors.

For decades, PETA’s caseworkers have aided countless animals across the country who’ve urgently needed help, during all hours of the day. We never turn our back on animals who need help, even if the best we can offer them is a peaceful release from an uncaring world.

Why Are There So Many Unwanted and Homeless Animals?

The animal-overpopulation crisis persists because people still buy animals from breeders or pet stores (thereby supporting the kitten and puppy mills that supply them) instead of adopting homeless animals. Many people don’t spay or neuter their dogs and cats, who then reproduce, creating enormous numbers of kittens and puppies. And people acquire animal companions without considering the lifetime commitment that caring for them requires. Some owners turn their back on their loyal companions when they become “inconvenient” or “too much work.”

Every year in the U.S., more than 6 million lost, abandoned, or unwanted dogs, cats, rabbits, and other animals enter shelters, where roughly half will be euthanized simply because of a lack of worthy adoptive homes.

The animal companion–overpopulation crisis can be overwhelming, but solving it starts with a “no-birth nation.” We must all prevent more animals from being born by spaying and neutering.

























The Cruelty That Animal Companions Face

While some lucky animal companions are treated as members of the family (as they should be!), many others experience nothing but suffering, abuse, and sadness. Some forms of abuse and neglect of animals are illegal, but in many states, animals have no legal protection from being chained to a post all day and night. Parts of their toes, ears, or tails are cut off for human convenience or preference. And some are forced to wear collars that deliver painful shocks in response to perfectly normal behavior such as barking.

We owe it to our animal companions to make their lives as comfortable and fulfilling as possible. That means always keeping cats indoors and never crating dogs. To learn more about cruel practices affecting animals and to discover the best ways to live in happy, healthy harmony with them, check out the resources available right here on PETA.org.

Keeping Animal Companions Safe, Happy, and Healthy


You Can Help Cats, Dogs, and Other Animal Companions Today

Dogs, cats, and all other sentient animals are individuals, not property, which is why they should never be bought from pet stores, websites, or breeders. Adopting an animal companion means making a long-term commitment to care for and spend time with the animal for his or her entire life.

There are many ways to help animal companions:

	Sponsor a PETA doghouse
	Finding a home for one dog or cat is a wonderful thing, but sterilizing one dog or cat will potentially spare hundreds of animals suffering and death by preventing generations of puppies and kittens from being born
	Getting spay/neuter laws or chaining ordinances passed in your community saves even more lives
	Take action to help betta fish suffering in big-box pet stores
	Share this page with your friends, family, and social media followers. Let them know how easy it is to start making a difference for animal companions today!























 



Take Action for Animals!


TAKE ACTION NOW
















Popular Resources










 



PETA Saves Animals


We never turn our back on animals who need help, even if the best we can offer them is a peaceful release from an uncaring world.
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370,000 Reasons to Spay or Neuter


You’ll be shocked to learn just how many thousands of homeless animals can result from one “unfixed” puppy or kitten.
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Caring for Animal Companions


Bringing an animal companion into our lives is a big responsibility and this site will help you do just that.



Take Action
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The Most Important Do’s and Don’ts When Grooming Your Dog at Home


Never trust big-box stores like PetSmart or Petco to groom your canine companion. You can safely groom your dog at home. Here’s how.
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Are Guinea Pigs Good ‘Starter Pets’ for Kids? No—Here’s Why


Do guinea pigs make good “starter pets” for kids? From the abuse they’re subjected to by breeders and pet stores to the specialized care they need, there are many reasons why not.
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Why You Should Treat Your Cat Like a Dog


You wouldn’t let your dog wander the streets alone, so why let your cat? Cats should be kept indoors, where it’s safe, just like dogs. 
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Get PETA Updates
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 While some lucky animal companions are treated as members of the family, many others experience nothing but suffering, abuse, and sadness.






Cruel Practices
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 Every year in the U.S., an estimated 6 to 8 million lost, abandoned, or unwanted dogs and cats enter animal shelters.






Companion Animal Overpopulation
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 So-called "no-kill" or "turn-away" shelters have the luxury of not euthanizing animals because they turn away needy ones whom they deem unadoptable.






Animal Shelters
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 The pet trade treats animals as mere moneymaking commodities to mass produce and peddle for profit.






The Pet Trade
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 An End to Speciesism Animal Abuse and Human Abuse: Partners in Crime Animal Dealers: Licensed To Kill Animal Hoarders: The Illness and The Crime Captured or Captive Bred Birds Death or Divorce and Your Companion Animal Declawing Cats: Manicure or Mutilation? Doing What’s Best for Our Companion Animals Euthanasia: The Compassionate Option Facts on Ferrets... Read more »






Animal Companion Factsheets
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 Welcome to PETA’s searchable database of companion animal ordinances and laws. Use this handy tool to find local and state ordinances related to these issues: Tethering Chaining Spay/Neuter Knowing the legal requirements for animal care will empower you to take action for animals. If your area lacks strong animal protection laws, learn how to help... Read more »






Animal Law Search: Tethering, Chaining, and Spay/Neuter Mandates
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Get PETA Updates

Stay up to date on the latest vegan trends and get breaking animal rights news delivered straight to your inbox!
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“Almost all of us grew up eating meat, wearing leather, and going to circuses and zoos. We never considered the impact of these actions on the animals involved. For whatever reason, you are now asking the question: Why should animals have rights?” READ MORE

— Ingrid E. Newkirk, PETA President and co-author of Animalkind
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Monkeys don’t belong in laboratory cages.
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Monkeys don’t belong in laboratory cages.
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Click here to urge the USDA to refuse to license Charles River Laboratories’ proposed site for a monkey prison. It could cage 43,000 monkeys who would later be killed in labs!




Terms for automated texts/calls from PETA: http://peta.vg/txt. Text STOP to end, HELP for more info. Msg/data rates may apply. U.S. only.
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